CHAPTER X

WHILE Ney was holding the Asturias and Leon, Marshal
Soult, who to the conquest of Corunna had added that of the
port of Ferrol, concentrated his troops at Santiago, in Galicia,
and made ready to invade Portugal. Under an illusion which
turned out disastrous, Napoleon never understood the enor-
mous difference which the fact of Spain and Portugal being
in insurrection produced between the nominal state of the
French troops in the Peninsula and the actual number of com-
batants which could be arrayed against the enemy. Thus
the strength of the second corps under Soult amounted on
paper to 47,000; but, after deducting the garrisons at
Santander, Corunna, and Ferrol, the 8,000 men employed to
rnaintain the communications and 12,000 sick, the number
of those at present under arms did not exceed 25,000, and
these were tired out with fighting all through the winter in a
mountain country; were short of shoes, often of provisions;
and had only broken-down horses to drag the artillery over
the bad roads. It was with means so feeble as these that the
Emperor ordered Marshal Soult to enter Portugal. It is true
he reckoned on the valour of the second corps, almost wholly
composed of veterans from Austerlitz and Friedland, and
proposed an attack on Portugal from another side by Marshal
"Victor's corps, which was to advance from Andalusia and join
Soult at Lisbon; but fortune did not endorse his calculation.1
On February 1, 1809, Soult, after informing Ney that he
was leaving him to look after Galicia, marched towards
the Minho. He tried to cross it near the fortified town

[ l The remainder of this and much of the next chapter, which do not
profess to give Gteneral Martoot's personal reminiscences, seem to be taken,.
often verbatim, from Napier (vi., chajss. 5 and 7;,,yii.$ chap. I and 2).]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